CONVERSATION GUIDE:

OPENING QUESTIONS:

How do you typically respond when someone does something
generous for you? Do you keep score?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

How does Paul saying a gift was "a fragrant offering, an
acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God" reframe their giving?

How would you explain the difference between “Transactional
Accounting” and "Gospel Accounting?”

How might viewing God as a “divine accountant” versus a God o u e
of grace affect a person'’s spiritual life?

How does the concept of the Trinity (perichoresis) help us
understand God's economy of giving and receiving?

What does it mean to “share in God's grace” or “share in WEEK 32

troubles” as Paul describes in Philippians? THE UOY OF GQSPEL
ACCOUNTING

(PHILIPPIANS 4:14-19)

PERSONAL APPLICATION:

In what areas of your life are you operating with a transactional
mindset?

Consider your giving (time, talents, monetary resources). Is it
motivated by obligation, fear, guilt, or grateful response to God's
grace?

Think about one relationship where you've been keeping score.
What would it look like to move toward Gospel accounting in
that relationship this week?

GROUP FOCUS:

As a group, consider how you can foster a culture of Gospel
accounting rather than transactional thinking.

PRAYER FOCUS: TODAY'S VERSES:
Pray for God to transform our understanding of giving and Philippians 4:14 Philippians 1:7
receiving. Thank God for His immeasurable generosity toward Philippians 1:6 Matthew 28:18-20
us in Christ. Pray for opportunities to participate in God's work Philippians 1:19 & 21

through generous giving of our time, talents, and resources.



WEEK 32
THE JOY OF GOSPEL ACCOUNTING

In Philippians 4:14-19, we explore the fundamental difference between
transactional accounting and Gospel accounting. Paul thanks the
Philippians for their financial support during his imprisonment while
introducing a radical perspective on why and how we give. Rather than
viewing their gift as creating obligation or debt (as was customary in
Greco-Roman culture), Paul frames their generosity as participation
in God's economy—a system that operates on grace rather than
transaction.

When we shift from keeping score of who-owes-what to freely giving as
God has given to us, we enter into the dance of God's kingdom, where
we are free of scorekeeping. This Gospel accounting transforms our
relationships, our marriages, and our approach to generosity within
the church community, allowing us to joyfully share in God's work in the
world without seeking recognition or repayment.

Transaction vs. Gospel Accounting - Phil 4:19 And my God will meet all
your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. Transaction
is about debt, obligation, owing and repaying; it starts to view God as
the “divine accountant.” This divine accountant theology is everywhere
and on a psychological level, it impacts the world's view of Christianity
and relationships. Paul's understanding of God is that there is no way we
could balance the scales or pay our debt; God has given us mercy and
grace we could never repay.

The church fathers called the trinity perichoresis (where we eventually
get the word "choreography"). Perichoresis was used for a wedding
dance where there are not 2 dancers, but at least 3. When Paul talks
about what God does in us and our response in thankfulness, we enter
into this dance of God as we give to others as well.

Gospel accounting is when we lose track of who is giving and who is
receiving. Paul is trying to change the culture's transactional view to a
view focused on the Gospel. When we move to a Gospel accounting of
our lives, it is not always clear who is giving and who is receiving; the
focus is instead on the glory and goodness of God. Paul specifically uses
those Greco-Roman business terms to remind his readers of the world
they live in and the different economy of God's Kingdom.

Giving is Sharing - The letter to the Philippians begins with sharing
in grace and ends with sharing in trouble; we are sharing life with one
another. Paul finds himself on death row, he ishungry, and the Philippians
send Epaphroditus to bring Paul a gift to help. No wonder Paul cranks
out this thank you letter in such joy!

We get to participate in bringing hope. Joy will happen whether we
participate or not, but it is so much better to be part of the celebration.



