
MARCH 23, 2025

Philippians 2:1-2
Philippians 1:29-30
Philippians 3:15-16

Galatians 1:8-9
Romans 14:1
Romans 14:8-9 & 13

Romans 14:19-20 & 22
Ephesians 2:14-16

TODAY'S VERSES:

Week 11 
The Joy of One Mind 

(Ph i l ippians 2:1-2)

CONVERSATION GUIDE:
Opening Questions:

•	 When have you experienced deep unity with others despite 
differences?

•	 What makes it challenging to maintain unity in relationships?

Discussion Questions:

•	 How does Paul’s description of “one mind” differ from 
uniformity?

•	 What role does the Gospel play in creating true unity among 
believers?

•	 How do you balance maintaining unity while holding different 
views on non-essential matters?

•	 What’s the difference between essential and non-essential 
beliefs in Christianity?

Personal Application:

•	 Reflect on areas where you might be letting non-essential 
differences create division.

•	 Consider how you can pursue unity while maintaining conviction 
about truth.

•	 Identify ways to show grace to those who think differently on 
open-handed issues.

Group Focus:

•	 Pray for unity centered on Christ in your church community.
•	 Share experiences of working through differences with fellow 

believers.
•	 Discuss practical ways to maintain unity without compromising 

truth.



Week 11 
The Joy of One Mind

In Philippians chapter 1 we saw Paul detailing his hardship and how 
he continued to persevere…until verse 26 where Paul speaks about his 
struggle and how he defined life: for me to LIVE is Christ (meaning every 
breath he takes was because of God’s goodness)…and then he says TO 
DIE is gain (that if this fleshly existence ended, Jesus is still faithful and 
in control). In verse 26, Paul stops focusing on his own trials and starts 
to talk about the Philippians’ trials. It’s important to remember Paul’s 
letters did not originally have chapter or verse breaks. Chapter 2 is 
not a new thought; it is a continuation. Paul starts with the word “so”  
Phil 2:1-2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort 
from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

•	 any encouragement – This is also the word we translate as 
“consolation.” 

•	 any comfort – this means to speak kindly, telling one another a 
story that soothes, comforts, and brings us back to reality that is 
centered in Christ. 

•	 any participation in the Spirit – Participation is also translated 
as “common sharing.” If you have found you have anything in 
common because of the Spirit of God, we share that with each 
other. 

•	 any affection and sympathy – Affection and sympathy relate 
to the seat of our compassion. These words go together because 
they recognize something deep inside to be so true that it must 
be shared/expressed. 

Paul says if we have experienced any of these, we are to:
•	 complete my joy – Complete is the word for fulfill. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Being of the same mind – Paul is saying that we, by participation with 
God’s Spirit, are to have the same mind with the Spirit and one another. 
“Having the same love” – the same unconditional love that only comes 
first from God before it can ever be granted to another. “Being in full 
accord and of one mind” – Paul is not saying, “Just think the same”; he 
is referring to will, affection, emotions, and conscience. “One mind” is not 
us simply agreeing, it means ONE SOUL.  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

The Whole vs the Individual – When our center is on Christ, when He 
becomes our orbit, there is a difference in how we see/react to things. 
We are part of a whole (the body of Christ), but we are also individuals. 
Movements in the world, including religious communities, have done 
great harm to the individual and the community by elevating one or the 
other instead of Jesus. In our culture, you see people bounce between 
these two realities: elevating the one at the expense of the whole, or 
elevating the whole at the expense of the one—this is never what Paul 
(or Jesus) had in mind.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” 
Paul is not “fuzzy” on the core convictions of our faith. After all, he 
emphasized the death and resurrection of Christ being of first importance, 
and that to live is Christ and to die is gain. But Paul says in Phil 3:15-16 Let 
those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what 
we have attained. A sign of maturity (to Paul) is if you think differently on 
non-essentials. God will bring clarity. Paul takes the Gospel very seriously 
(as we should), but in the non-essentials, Paul trusts God to make it clear. 
Paul holds the tension because he knows what is most important: being 
in full accord and of one mind.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Theology and doctrine do matter; Paul is not saying everyone should 
do their own thing. Rather, he is reminding us that our life and practice 
must be centered in Christ. What is central? Jesus, the cross of Christ. We 
must center ourselves “in Christ”—not our movements, not ourselves, but 
fully and only in Him.


