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Which of these three, do you think,
proved to be a neighbor to the man who
fell among the robbers?” He said,

“The one who showed him mercy.”

And Jesus said to him, “You go,

and do likewise.”

Luke 10:36-37

*Without Context.
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RECAP & DISCUSSION STARTERS:

Many people who have looked at the parable of the Good Samaritan have
misunderstood its central point. The story isn't primarily about identifying
who qualifies as our "neighbor" that we should help, but rather about
examining how we function as neighbors to others. When Jesus asks
"Which of these three proved to be a neighbor?" He shifts the focus from
defining limits on our love to challenging us to embody neighborly love
without boundaries. Biblical mercy involves both compassion and action,
rooted in God's mercy toward us while we were His enemies. Just as the
Samaritan helped his ethnic enemy, Christians are called to show practical
love even to those they might consider adversaries.

There is universal human dignity and neighborly love rooted in Jesus'
teachings; that view has historically transformed civilization(s). We must
consider how we can be vehicles of God's compassion, emphasizing
Christian love by being proactive...sometimes helping to fix problems that
we didn't create, because loving God and loving His image-bearers are
inseparable.

o How does shifting from, "Who is my neighbor?" to "What kind
of neighbor am I?" change your perspective on your
responsibilities toward others in need?

J How do you distinguish between genuine mercy and mere
sympathy or pity in your own responses to suffering?

o What would it look like to understand and articulate the
strengths of opposing view points?

J How do you reconcile the call to help anyone in need with the
practical limitations of your time, resources, and emotional
capacity?

o In what ways might contemporary Christianity be failing to live

up to the historical example of transformative neighbor-love
described in the message?

o What specific "messes you didn't create" is God calling you to
help fix in your community, workplace, or relationships?



