RECAP & DISCUSSION STARTERS:

While divorce is painful and not God's original design, it is not an

S S5 They said to him, “Why then did Moses unforgivable sin. In Matthew 19 marriage is described as a covenant
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Matthew 19:3-9

o How does viewing marriage as a "covenant" rather than a
PN S 9. Divorce consumer relationship" change our understanding of
commitment and conflict resolution in relationships?
o What does it mean to have a hardened heart in a relationship,
= S / and how can we recognize this in ourselves?
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o How do you reconcile the tension between God's design for
Matthew 19:3-9 lifelong marriage and the reality that some situations (abuse,
Deuteronomy 24:1 adultery) may require divorce for safety and well-being?
1 Corinthians 7:10-15 o What does it mean that God's purpose in marriage is to make us
Matthew 19:9

"holy" rather than "happy"? How might this perspective change
how we approach marital difficulties?

o What are the boundaries between forgiveness and enabling
harmful behavior?

o How do you process the idea that "we always marry the wrong
person because we are sinners"? What implications does this
have for realistic expectations in marriage?

o What role should church community play in supporting
marriages in crisis? How would your group support those who
are struggling?

o How does the example of David and Bathsheba challenge or
comfort your understanding of God's ability to redeem broken
relationships and situations?

o How do we distinguish between legitimate covenant-breaking
situations and temporary difficulties that might be worked
through with help and time?
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