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In the body of Christ, God calls us to love one another. We are an extended family of spiritual brothers, 
sisters, moms, dads, sons, and daughters. As we are pursuing devotion to God and the advancement of 
His kingdom in the world, we are to meet one another’s needs along the way. This will take place in the 
GC through various means.

One Anothers: Scripture is filled with language on how we are to love and serve one another. Here is a 
list of the “one another”s found throughout the New Testament:

•	 Be devoted to one another (Rom. 12:10)
•	 Honor one another (Rom. 12:10),
•	 Harmony with one another (Rom. 12:16)
•	 Don’t judge one another (Rom. 14:13)
•	 Accept one another (Rom. 15:7)
•	 Instruct one another (Rom. 15:14)
•	 Greet one another (Rom. 16:16)
•	 Agree with one another (I Cor. 1:10)
•	 Serve one another (Gal. 5:13)
•	 Bear with one another (Eph. 4:2)
•	 Be kind/compassionate to one another (Eph. 4:32)
•	 Forgive one another (Eph. 4:32)
•	 Speak/Sing Songs to one another (Eph. 5:19)
•	 Submit to one another (Eph. 5:21)
•	 Teach one another (Col. 3:16)
•	 Admonish one another (Col. 3:16)
•	 Encourage one another (I Thess. 5:11)
•	 Spur on one another (Heb. 10:24)
•	 Don’t slander one another (Jas. 4:11)
•	 Be hospitable to one another (I Pet. 4:9) 
•	 Be humble to one another (I Pet. 5:5)
•	 Fellowship with one another (I Jn 1:7)
•	 Be at peace with one another (Mk 9:50) 
•	 Wait for one another (I Cor. 11:33)
•	 Have equal concern for one another (I Cor. 12:25)
•	 Don’t provoke/envy one another (Ga. 5:26)
•	 Don’t lie to one another (Col. 3:9)
•	 Don’t grumble against one another (Jas. 5:9)
•	 Confess sin to one another (Jas. 5:16) 
•	 Pray for one another (Jas. 5:16)
•	 Love one another (Jn 13:34)

LOVING ONE ANOTHER
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As mentioned throughout this handbook, we believe each of us is a missionary sent by God to proclaim 
the good news of who He is and the work He is doing. The work of being a missionary is inherently 
relational, and therefore, we should prepare to be on mission in our everyday lives, looking to reach the 
people with which regularly interact with the hope of Jesus Christ.

For GCs with the time and commitment, however, a dedicated missional focus is a great way to expand 
the group’s sphere of influence. For instance, through serving a dedicated group of people, the life and 
rhythm of a GC is reshaped to now broaden the reach of who they regularly interact with. 

The goal isn’t the service project itself—something that just makes us “feel good.” Our goal is to see lives 
changed by receiving the good news of Jesus through action and word. This can only be done through 
relationship—entering into the stories of those we come to know, serving them where they are, and 
speaking to their true needs—both tangible and spiritual. 

To begin, we want to ask and think through the following questions to bring focus and perspective as you 
prayerfully consider how to engage in mission:

Question 1: Where can we join in God’s work of what He is already doing?
God is already at work in Santa Maria, Lompoc, Nipomo, VAFB, and beyond. Where can we partner with 
Him to continue bringing the Kingdom of God to a people group living in this place at this time?

Question 2: What is wrong?
What are the things that we, in the name of Christ, need to confront? Where is the world struggling, 
and what does it look like for us to follow Christ in His mission to heal and restore? What does it mean 
to be a people of compassion, working for a better world with the energy and grace God gives to us, 
by confronting evils that threaten human dignity: poverty and neglect, injustice and abuse, racism and 
classism, hurting neighborhoods and failing schools, illness and addiction, hypocrisy and loneliness?

Question 3: What is confused?
What will it look like for us to follow Christ in His mission to clarify and compel? What does it look like 
to be a truth-telling people, inviting our neighbors to consider the truth and beauty of God, to see and 
experience Jesus as the answer to humanity’s longing for forgiveness, hope, community, and meaning?

Question 4: What is good?
What will it look like for us to follow Christ in His mission to celebrate and cultivate? As an affirming 
people, what does it look like to resist cynicism, and instead to applaud, participate in, and enjoy the 
things that are right and good with the world—things that support and advance the common good for 
all of our neighbors?
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Question 5: What is missing?
What will it look like for us to follow Christ in His mission to share and create? As a life-giving people, 
what does it look like to live well and love well, so that all of our neighbors, whether they share our 
beliefs or not, are glad that we are here? Whether at church, in our neighborhoods, at work or at play, 
what will it look like for us to be advocates more than adversaries, contributors more than consumers, 
and givers more than receivers?

With these questions in mind, let’s look at some people groups that need God’s love shown and told to 
them:

D e lta  H i g h  S c h o o l
Students, teachers, and staff of Element’s neighboring school. These students need to be shown love and 
care. The majority of them are stuck in life situations that are not healthy and many have never traveled 
further than 30 miles away. Many are at Delta as a last resort for graduation and/or are in trouble 
with the law. Many have chosen Delta because they don’t learn well in traditional classroom settings. 
Many have made life changes/choices that make them outcasts at other schools (transgenderism and 
pregnancy are two frequent ones). Many times, these kids are seen in very poor light and little attention 
is given to them.

The teachers and staff do an amazing job investing in the kids. They have created a school atmosphere 
that helps encourage the kids to actually show up. They invest time in not just education, but life skills 
and instilling hope of a life past graduation. There are clubs on Fridays that try to give hope to students. 

God is already working within the school. Element aims to partner with God in what He is doing there. 

Challenges:
•	 Because of it being a school that operates during standard working hours, it is difficult to be 

present/show up at the school for those who work or are otherwise engaged during the day. 
•	 The majority of students don’t have transportation of their own and live on the north end of town 

or in surrounding areas. Gathering students for anything outside of school hours will be difficult.
•	 Dealing with school board/state regulations. There are things we are not allowed to say or do in 

ways we normally would, so we need to be cautious at all times.
•	 Access requires background checks and working within the system.

Ideas for GCs to engage and bless students/staff:
•	 Celebrate each student’s birthday. Even a simple note of encouragement and a small gift (such as 

a chocolate bar packaged in a nice way) could do much to help students feel cared for. We could 
deliver a month’s worth to the office for distribution. 

•	 Provide meals for staff lunches
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•	 Support clubs they have on campus such as Hope club, robotics/game programming, etc.
•	 Run the annual Holiday Store where kids can pick out items for free to give as gifts for Christmas
•	 Tutor students
•	 Help with changing the narrative surrounding Delta in Santa Maria. One need they bring up often 

is how there is a bad stigma related to the school. 

S u p p o r t  F o s t e r / A d o p t i o n
There is an abundant number of children in need of families to love and care for them in the foster/
adoption system in Santa Barbara County. There are many ways to support the kids and the adults who 
are giving their life to help, to varying degrees of commitment levels. Here are some ways to engage:

•	 Become Foster parents or adopt.
•	 Support a family that is fostering or adopting.
•	 Provide Respite Care for Foster parents.
•	 Help provide physical needs for families fostering.
•	 Become a CASA volunteer for children who need extra protection & support.
•	 Partner with an agency such as Pathway Family Services to provide support needed.
•	 Partner with a non-profit such as Royal Family Kids that offers summer camps and monthly 

gatherings for foster kids. 

A d o p t i n g  a  S p e c i f i c  N e i g h b o r h o o d
For example, one GC adopted an entire apartment complex as their missional focus. They even had 
a family within the GC move into the complex in order to live among the neighborhood and be good 
neighbors. Ways they and the GC engaged were:

•	 Organizing neighborhood events/gatherings
•	 Building relationships and extending friendship
•	 Welcoming some into their home for coffee, game night, etc.
•	 Welcoming new people to the neighborhood
•	 Celebrating Holidays together with the neighborhood 

C o m m u n i t y  P a r t n e r s  i n  C a r i n g
Partnering with this local non-profit is a great way to meet the elderly in our city. CPC will send out needs 
of their clients (usually physical needs, such as help with landscape, mowing, rebuilding steps to a house, 
etc.). These are great ways to serve and meet people in need. From there, relationships might be forged 
and future help and conversations can develop.

C o m m o n / S h a r e d  A c t i v i t i e s
Celebrating common interests is a great way to rally together and get out into the city. We have had GCs 
focus on a city softball league. An Element softball team was created and played against all other teams. 



E l e m e n t  G C s :  |  M I S S I O N A L  F O C U S  I D E A S  ( C o n t. )

46

This is a unique opportunity to meet new people and strike up conversations (pun intended.) Those who 
don’t play can come support the team in the stands and talk to others watching the game. From there, 
they can get together for BBQ’s around the games, etc. Showing good sportsmanship and having fun is 
a great way to draw others in.

In addition, children’s activities that are already a part of GC families’ lives are a great way to meet 
people. How can we support other parents and other kids through that activity?

M a n y  M o r e
There are thousands of people in our city that need to be loved and supported. Here are some other 
ideas:
•	 Families taking care of elderly parents or the elderly without family
•	 Disabled people who work at VTC or members of other programs/communal housing
•	 Those who are getting out of jail and need help back on their feet
•	 Those moving into VAFB who are isolated from families and friends
•	 Helping those who are out of high school and need direction in life

As people living on mission, it is important to prayerfully explore who we are drawn to, where God has 
placed us, and how our gifting/stories can enhance our ministry with others. 

W h o  i s  G o d  c a l l i n g  y o u  t o  r e a c h ?
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G o s p e l  C o m m u n i t y  N a m e :
Use this resource to map out the upcoming month(s) to help organize and keep your leadership team on 
track. Please feel free to modify depending on your building blocks of structure and leadership.

Our prayer for this month is:

This month we have seen Jesus…

GC Monthly Plan
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Get with your co-leaders to think, pray, and dream about your community for the year. This exercise will 
give you focus as you lead through the whole year, month by month and week by week.

Remember: All GCs exist because of the Gospel. We are growing into a deeper understanding and 
application of the Gospel. We are taking the Gospel to the neighborhood, city, and world through 
intentional missional engagement.

1. What would your GC look like if it was thriving?

2. What would your neighborhood look like if it knew and surrendered to Jesus? How would it be 
transformed?

3. What would you like to see happen this year in your GC?

4. What are goals that would move your community to take a few steps closer toward your GC vision?
•	

•	
	
•	
	

In light of those hopes, dreams, and goals, use this section to explore what your role is in leading this 
missional community:
5. What areas do you feel like you need to grow in as you lead this community?

6. What areas will you be responsible for? 

GC Annual Exercise| HOPES AND DREAMS
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Christmas often comes and goes with lots of fanfare but little focus. For a Gospel Community, it can
seem like a blur – or a time to break, which then results in a lack of feeling connected. What if you took the time to 
make a plan for growth before the season started and considered ways to care for one another, grow in your love 
for Jesus, and reach out to your neighbors? How can you use the times you are already getting together to make 
the most of this season?

Consider the following as a springboard to help you think creatively about what this could look like for you. 

What is one way your GC will love one another during this season? (IN)
•	 Share stories of what Christmas was like for you as a child, using this time to practice the communal skill 

of sharing and listening to stories.
•	 Give opportunity to share anxiety, worry, and sadness during this season, and pray for each other.
•	 Take turns babysitting the children in your group so parents can go shopping together.
•	 Have a Christmas party/dinner where you celebrate intentionally and have a big meal together.
•	 Do a “gift” exchange. 

What is one way your GC will love others in your life, outside of the church, together during 
this season? (OUT)

•	 Throw a Christmas party as a GC and invite others to join.
•	 Look at what is happening in the city and serve together at those events/festivals.
•	 Invite your friends or coworkers to your church’s Christmas Eve gathering and have dinner together before/

afterward.
•	 Offer to haul away the Christmas trees after Christmas for your neighborhood.
•	 Host a present “wrapping party” and invite the GC and their family/friends/ neighbors/coworkers to – 

have activities for kids like gingerbread house making for example.
•	 Host a kids’ Christmas movie night with goodies and fun activities.
•	 Start a neighborhood tradition (cookie exchange, open house with appetizers, etc.)
•	 Ask others to help serve at or donate with you in your missional goals (Delta’s Holiday Store, feeding 

homeless shelter, etc.)

What is one way your GC will intentionally grow in your love for God during this season? (UP)
•	 Walk through an advent reading plan during the season.

•	 Youversion reading plan: https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/the-christmas-story
•	 Paul Tripp’s Come, Let Us Adore Him: A Daily Advent Devotional

•	 Ask for volunteers to write a Christmas psalm, poem, or prayer. Read them together (maybe after having 
Christmas dinner together).

•	 Share stories of how God has blessed you personally this year. Hold a time of prayer focused on thanking 
God for these blessings without asking for anything more.

Christmas | Holiday Season Planning Ideas
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For Further Reading…

a.	 Book: Called Together (Workbook)—Jonathan Dodson & Brad Watson

b.	 Book: Difficult Conversations—Bruce Patton, Douglas Stone, & Sheila Heen

c.	 Book: The Gospel Comes With a House Key—Rosaria Butterfield 

d.	 Book: Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life—Tish Harrison Warren

e.	 Book: Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands—Paul David Tripp

For Further Reading…
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CHAPTER TITLE GOSPEL COMMUNITY HANDBOOK

THANK YOU



To Glorify God by teaching and living out the Scriptures, transforming community into Gospel 

Community, and planting churches.

E l e m e n t ’ s  M i s s i o n :

CONTACTs

Michael Reed

Minister of Element Life

michael.reed@ourelement.org

Michelle Gee

Minister of Community & Care

michelle.gee@ourelement.org

www.ourelement.org/gc


