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TODAY’S VERSES:

MY NOTES:

THIS WEEK, I WANT TO FOCUS ON THIS TRUTH OF 
WHAT JESUS HAS DONE, IS DOING, WILL DO...

THE MOTIVATION.
GALATIANS 5:5-12
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In these verses, the Apostle Paul will write about wisdom by showing how 
looking at the end of our journey can influence our present—our motivation. 
Why do we do what we do? Why is motivation so important to how we live?  
To put it simply, foolish people and wise people can start off with the same goals, 
but foolish people give up because they focus on the now and not the finish  
line. We can become easily discouraged by the “now,” where things can seem 
hard and circumstances may not work out the way we want. Wise people know 
that it doesn’t matter where we start; it matters where we end. Wisdom knows to 
trust God faithfully in all circumstances because that brings longevity.

Read Galatians 5:5-7.
• Do you ever think about where you want to end up in life?
• If you knew it was your last day on earth, what would matter to you?
• What motivates you: honoring God or keeping His “rules?” How can 

those things be different?

There is a problem of evil in the human heart. We want to live for “the now,” 
not for legacy. How do we change the human heart? We cannot; God alone has 
the power to transform our wayward hearts! Paul emphasizes that the reasons 
behind our obedience are crucial. After all, Paul and the false teachers would 
agree that we are not supposed to sin. However, they had very different reasons 
for why we should obey God, and the reason is everything.

• How does the Gospel of salvation, through free grace, incentivize 
you to a life of love and holiness?

• Why is the reason behind our motivation important?

1. The reason behind the motivation is important – When we falsely  
think that grace means we don’t need to honor God with how we live, 
that’s a hindrance to true life! 

Paul is exposing how the false teachers have gone off-track. They think they are 
getting more obedient by following the Law, but they are actually becoming 
less obedient! By striving to keep the Law, they are not honoring Jesus as their 
Lord, who died for them. 
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• What laws/rules do you strive to keep?
• Does fear, pride, or love drive your motivation?

2. What IS the new motivation? – The difference between Paul’s focus on 
the Gospel and the false teacher(s) is an approach to understanding our 
plight. 

If we truly believed God would never reject us, if our sins could never condemn 
us, how would we live? Gal 5:5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves 
eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. The word hope means a certainty, 
an absolute conviction. We do not merely think that God will make us righteous 
and keep us righteous; we have a certainty that He will do it because of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. 

• What motivation does the Gospel of grace provide?
• Have you ever found the Gospel offensive? How?
• How is the Gospel affirming inside and offensive outside?

3. How this motivation works – We are not motivated to live in God-
honoring ways out of fear of our present or future; we are instead 
motivated BY hope. 

Jonathan Edwards said, “No matter how many of our acts of justice, generosity 
and devotion, there is nothing given to God if God is not the end or ultimate aim for 
what is given.” If we do something with the aim of gaining something, then our 
motive is self-focused, short-sighted, and it won’t last. A Christian’s motivation 
comes out of God’s goodness and free grace—not only as it benefits us—but as 
it goes back out into the world. We choose to love others for God’s sake, because 
He first loved us. 

• What does hope mean?
• How have you been motivated by hope?

Paul is using vivid language to show what the real issues are in how and why we 
live the way we do. We don’t earn God’s grace, but we can be a people who live 
in His grace.

• Is your obedience limited (by your motivation)? How?
• Where do you need to repent of wrong motivation and return to the 

hope of the Gospel?


