





COMMON QUESTIONS CHRISTIANS ASK ABOUT FORGIVENESS
CONTINUED

Then there are other considerations. A lack of forgiveness will nurse bitterness. It grows with time and begins

to affect many other areas of our lives. The Bible warns us against letting a root of bitterness spring up,
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grudge. We will become evil. If you try to repay evil for evil you will yourself be taken in by it. You will become

embittered, angry, hardened, vengeful, and even full of self-pity. You will try your best to maintain separation

from it, but this evil vortex will pull you in.

It also elevates us to a place of judgment and authority that is frankly above our pay grade. We do not have
the right to withhold forgiveness from anyone. We cannot stand in this place of ultimate judgment.

We often buy the lie that holding a grudge will make us feel better. But this is not true. Holding a grudge will
only suffocate us, and never liberate us. Choosing to hold a grudge is tremendously powerful, controlling
others and you. Forgiving is even more powerful, liberating others and you.

5. How can | grow to be more forgiving?

First, grapple with the weight of personal sin. Remember that we have more in common with the one who did
the sinning than we might like to admit. Cast everything in light of our relationship with God. Remember the
servant who was forgiven much yet could not forgive others. We have been forgiven ten thousand talents.
Certainly, we can grow to be more forgiving of offenses against us.

Second, marvel at the gift of total forgiveness. J9 Cgp" Ue0— g 9 .0 g9 Og iuu9 ‘Og ubd
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signed in blood, “Paid in full.” There remains now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. We

stand forgiven at the cross. Hallelujah! May this be the model and motivation for our forgiveness.
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Bearing the awesome weight of sin;

Every bitter thought, Every evil deed,

Crowning Your bloodstained brow.
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that God promises to work all things together for good for those who love God and are called to his purpose

(Rom. 8:30). Joseph was able to both call his brothers’ scheming evil and God'’s purposes good (Gen. 50:16ff).

Even though we don’t have all of the answers for the “why” questions we do know the answer to the “who”

guestion. God is in complete control, and we rest in his sovereign wisdom and power.

Finally, exult in the privilege of granting forgiveness. When we forgive others we are magnifying the power of
the gospel. We are declaring that there is something more important than us in this world. We are declaring
the worth of Christ and his commands. We are showing the power of a changed life in the Holy Spirit. How
great is it to extend forgiveness to others out of the love that extended forgiveness to us? God'’s forgiveness
of us shows how and why we forgive others.
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