DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  TODAY'S VERSES
Tntrediuction althens 5:9

Believers are especially equipped for peacemaking, and in o@,ée 2.6-14
doing so reflect their heavenly Father’s character. W 1427

2 .Jofn 4.:18
Discussion Cplesians 2.11-16
What is something that bugs you so bad, that others do, ﬂﬂm 223

that has caused you to write them off. L hous 52—
How do you label or categorize yourself? % R
Joshun 5.13-15

o

Why do we place so much of our identity in things other than Christ?
How can we better embrace diversity within the Church? Outside it?

2/7 - Read Joshua 5:13-15
Why do we find security in taking sides, when God refuses to do so?
What are some examples of division you see in our culture?
What happens to our labels when we fix our eyes on Jesus?

W. °
How do you react when someone upsets you? Is it easy for you to pray for them?
Who do you need to make peace with? What does that look like?

CHomenoik - Read Acts 5:17-32

Have you ever felt persecuted for either your faith in Jesus or for simply doing the
right thing?

Peacemaker @ Matthew 5:9
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% * — 10 - SERMON NOTES

PEACEMAKERS

Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons
of God.”

Peace is of constant concern in both testaments (Proverbs 15:1; Isaiah 52:7;
Luke 24:36; Rom 10:15; 12:18; 1 Cor 7:15; Eph 2:11-22; Heb 12:14; 1 Peter 3:11).

The Old Testament word for peace, shalom, means ‘completeness;‘soundness;,
‘well-being’ It is used when one:
e Asks of, or prays for, the welfare of another (Genesis 43:27; Exodus 4:18;
Judges 19:20),
e When one s in harmony or concord with another (Josua 9:15;
1 Kings 5:12),
e When one seeks the good of a city or country (Psalm 122:6;
Jeremiah 29:7).
Peace associated with righteousness and truth, but not of wickedness (Psalm
85:10; Isaiah 48:18, 22; 57:19-21).

Because of the world’s chaos through man'’s sin, and because peace comes only
as God'’s gift, the Messianic hope was of an age of peace, or of the advent of the
Prince of peace. The New Testament shows the fulfillment of this hope.

e In Christ peace has come (Luke 1:79; 2:14, 29f.).

e By himitis bestowed (Mark 5:34; Luke 7:50; John 20:19, 21, 26),

o Hisfollowers are its messengers (Luke10:5f.; Acts 10:36).

Jesus’ concern in this beatitude is not with the peaceful, but with the
peacemakers. Again, some of these, and other passages, show, the making of
peace can itself have messianic overtones. The Promised Son is called the “Prince
of Peace”(Isaiah 9:6-7); Isaiah 52:7 “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of
those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’ "These verses link peace,
salvation, and God’s reign, all with the coming Messiah.

Jesus does not limit the peacemaking to only one kind, and neither will his
disciples. In the light of the gospel, Jesus himself is the supreme peacemaker,
making peace between God and man, and man and man. Our peacemaking will
include the proclamation and furtherance of that gospel. It must also extend to
seeking reconciliation. Instead of delighting in division, bitterness, strife,
or some petty “divide-and-conquer” mentality, disciples of Jesus delight to make
peace wherever possible.

Making peace is not appeasement: the true model is God’s costly peacemaking
(Eph 2:15-17; Col 1:20). Those who undertake this work are acknowledged as
God’s sons. In the Old Testament, Israel has the title sons (Deuteronomy 14:1;
Hosea 1:10), now that title belongs to the heirs of the kingdom who are:

e meek

e poor in spirit

e |ove righteousness

e are merciful

e are peacemakers
Believers are especially equipped for peacemaking and so reflect something of
their heavenly Father’s character.

Firat thing lo underslond.: God is the firdt peace maken.

Luke 2:13-14 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
men on whom his favor rests.”

For sinful man there must first be peace with God, the removal of sins through
the sacrifice of Christ (Romans 5:1; Colossians 1:20). Then inward peace can
follow (Philippians 4:7), unhindered by the world’s strife (John 14:27; 16:33).

Second thing o understond - God s abrendy removed whal stands
belween us and olher pegple.

Peace between man and man is part of the purpose for which Christ died
(Ephesians 2) and of the Spirit's work (Gal. 5:22); but man must also be active to
promote it (Eph. 4:3; Heb. 12:14), not merely as the elimination of discord, but as
the harmony and true functioning of the body of Christ (Romans 14:19;
1 Corinthians 14:33).

Third thing lo undersiand. P helades lo being sons of God.
Jesus connects peacemaking and restoring Shalom to being children of God.
Instead of pushing people away and causing more division, we are to realize
that God has already met us in our own murky waters. When we understand
that God has sought us and blessed us while we were far off, we become
children of God who see people just like God does.

TODAY: GOOD FRIDAY 4/18: 8pm
ALL CHURCH MEETING: 2PM
eKids! Baptism Class: 12:45pm

EASTER SERVICES 4/19: 6pm
4/20: 8:15, 9:30 & 11am

EKIDS! SPRING MARKET
4/12:9am-3pm
Come support local vendors

SEE ALL UPCOMING
ACTIVITIES
ourelement.org/events




